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LAWNDALE ART CENTER   
4912 Main Street 
Houston, TX  77002 

713 528-5858 
 Fax 713 528-4140 

askus@lawndaleartcenter.org 
www.lawndaleartcenter.org 

Programs at Lawndale are supported in part by The National Endowment for the Arts, The Houston Arts Alliance through the Houston Museum District 
Association and City Initiatives Program, The Texas Commission on the Arts, Houston Endowment, The Brown Foundation, Inc., Andy Warhol Foundation for 
the Visual Arts, The Cavnar Foundation, The Cullen Foundation, The Wortham Foundation, Inc., John M. O’Quinn, Cecily Horton, Ann W. Harithas, Jonathan 
and Barbara Day, Diana Hudson and Lee Kaplan, Anita and David Garten, Karen J. and David A. Sobotka, Daniel K. Dubrowski, Jenny and Mark Johnson, 
Samantha Schnee, H-E-B, Continental Airlines, Target, Art Colony Association, other contributors, memberships, benefit events and many volunteers. 
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LAWNDALE ART CENTER EXHIBITIONS SCHEDULE 

Summer – Fall 2009 
 
 
August 21 - September 26 , 2009  
Opening Reception Friday, August 21, 2009 from 6:30-8:30 pm, artist talks at 6 pm 
 

John M. O’Quinn Gallery    Lawndale Art Center 30 th Anniversary Exhibition    
Curated by Clint Willour 

Clint Willour takes a look at the last five years, since Lawndale’s 25th Anniversary 
Show, and gathers new work from artists who have shown in each of Lawndale’s 
four galleries as well as from The Big Show and the Artist Studio Program.  Artists in 
the exhibition include Seth Alverson, Dawolu Jabari Anderson, Chuy Benitez, Elaine 
Bradford, Emily Sloan and Mark Schatz.  
 
Mezzanine Gallery        Joe & Jahjehan Bathe Ives         Domestication Isolation 
I’ve grown tired of your company, I wish you would go away, I need a moment to myself, could you please be 
quiet.  After years of living with someone these are things that we often think when our “other” walks into the 
room.  What if we were no longer polite, what if domestic politics took over our house, what if we could simply 
employ the tactics of our childhood to gain that needed isolation?  
 

Grace R. Cavnar Gallery        Nathaniel Donnett        Paper or Plastic 
Nathaniel Donnett is interested in the study of human behavior, the philosophies that develop from them and how 
it relates to the imagery, psychological and emotional impact on the collective consciousness of African 
Americans and African American culture. Donnett’s Plastic or Paper series references the historic brown paper 
bag test used to separate darker and lighter skinned African Americans, thus creating a sense of division, 
neglect, ostracism, and envy.  

 
Project Space        Adela Andea        The Green™ cyber web 

The Green™ cyber web is a kinetic installation incorporating the latest computer gadgets in an 
intricate spatial web design, using formal aspects of visual geographic models of internet maps. 
Electronic components connected to several computer power sources suggest a static and 
dynamic confrontation of the virtual reality of computer generated cyberspaces with the realm of 
the environmentally sustainable industry of consumer electronics.  Andea uses the green cathode 
light in reference to the current question of “what constitutes green.”   
 

August 27, 2009  
Lecture at Lawndale Art Center 6 pm 
James Surls Lawndale from 1979 
In conjunction with Lawndale Art Center's 30th Anniversary, Lawndale’s founder James Surls presents a talk on 
the origins of Lawndale, its unique place in Houston's art community and its relevance today.  Followed by a 
reception at Barbara Davis Gallery where James Surls From 2009 is on view through August 29, 2009. 
 
September 17, 2009  
2009-2010 Lawndale Artist Studio Program Participan t Slide Talk, 6 pm 
Nick Meriwether and David Waddell give an informal presentation of their work and plans for their residency at 
Lawndale. 
 
October 19 – November 7, 2009  
Lawndale Art Center’s 22 nd Annual Day of the Dead/Día de los Muertos 
Lawndale Art Center is pleased to present its 22nd Annual Día de los Muertos program, a 
celebration of the art, music and practices of Mexico.  Lawndale invites Texas artists to 
create their own interpretation of the traditional tin devotional painting practice in Mexico 
known as the retablo in this annual event.  The open call, non-juried exhibition celebrating 
the Mexican tradition of Día de los Muertos in a contemporary context, includes works by 
locally and nationally known artists.  This program supports area artists and students by 
offering them an opportunity to show their works to diverse audiences in a museum quality 
setting.  
 



Community Ofrenda 
October 19 – November 7, 2009 
Starting October 19, guests are encouraged to bring a personal item of remembrance to add to our community 
altar honoring departed loved ones. 
 
Gala and Silent Auction  
Friday, October 23, 2009, 7 – 9 pm  Member and Sponsor Preview, 
6 – 7 pm 
$40 per person / $30 for Lawndale Members 
The festivities begin with a silent auction Friday, October 23.  The auction 
of retablos, created and donated by nearly 300 Texas artists, feature 
contemporary interpretations of this traditional, devotional art.  Guests 
will also enjoy Día de los Muertos exhibitions in the Cavnar and 
Mezzanine Galleries, which feature the works of Houston school children.  
Complimentary food and drinks will be provided for attending guests by 
local restaurants. 
 
Musical Ofrenda 
Tuesday, October 27, 6 - 7:30, performances begin a t 6:30 pm   
During Día de los Muertos families create ofrendas or altars to remember and honor the memory of their 
ancestors. River Oaks Chamber Orchestra (ROCO) and Musiqa will present short original contemporary, classic 
compositions as musical ofrendas. Inprint will also present original readings written in the tradition of making an 
offering during the Día de los Muertos celebrations.  Join ROCO, Musiqa, Inprint and Lawndale Art Center for an 
evening of celebration and remembrance. Admission is free.  This event is a partnership between ROCO, Inprint, 
Musiqa, The Mexican Consulate of Houston and Lawndale Art Center. 
 
Papel Picado Workshop  
Thursday, October 29, 2009 
6PM 
Houston art educator and Lawndale supporter, Jean King, will lead a papel picado workshop as part of this year’s 
Día de los Muertos celebration.  The workshop is free and open to the public.  Visitors will not only learn about 
the traditional art of Mexican paper cutting from one of the best, but will also get to create and take home their 
own unique perforated paper creation.  

 
Sugar Skull Workshop 
Thursday, November 5, 2009 
4-7pm 
Lawndale is offering a sugar skull making workshop - stop in for a quick lesson, or 
stick around and help us make skulls to be decorated at our Family Day Fiesta on 
Saturday, November 7th. The workshop is free and open to the public.  All participants 
may take home one sugar skull and a printed recipe.  

 
Family Day Fiesta 
Saturday, November 7, 12pm - 4 pm, Admission: Free 
Lawndale’s 22nd annual Día de los Muertos celebration continues with a Saturday fiesta 
honoring participating teachers and students whose works of art can be viewed in the 
Cavnar and Mezzanine Galleries.  Sugar skulls, papel picado, papier mache skeletons, 
retablos, altars and large-scale installations are just a few of the many projects on 
display. Guests will enjoy hot chocolate and pan de muerto and various children’s 
activities, such as decorating sugar skulls, along with performances include Mixteco 
Ballet Folklorico. 
 
November 20, 2009 - January 9, 2010  
Opening Reception Friday, November 20, 2009 from 6:30-8:30 pm, artist talks at 6 pm 
 

John M. O’Quinn Gallery        Monica Vidal        Blow Up Heart  
Mezzanine Gallery        Kia Neill        Grotto 

Grace R. Cavnar Gallery        Andy Mattern        Moonlight Towers 
Project Space        Shawn Smith        Vicious Venue 

3rd Floor Hallway and Stairwell        Jasmyne Graybil l        Negotiations  


